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    Kentucky is well positioned going into the 2016 World Horseshoe Tournament 

come July 25
th

 when the action starts in Montgomery Alabama. Richmond’s Tyler 

Howard will be looking to defend his World title in the Junior Boy’s Division and 

one of his toughest competitors this year will be Pleasureville Kentucky’s Seth 

O’Nan. We wish both boys much luck in going for the 2016 Junior Boy’s World 

Championship! Also competing for Kentucky as Juniors will be Junior Boy, Zach 

Hankins and Cadet, James Webb. The Juniors will pitch July 28
th

 & 29
th

. Charlie 

Meredith will be looking for a World title in the Men’s Division, going into the  

tournament as the #2 ranked Men’s player at 81.5%! John Neagle is positioned as the 4
th

 seed in Class A2 and 

will also be looking to charge into the Championship group. Randy Hankins holds the #1 seed in Class B1 and 

you can never count Randy out to qualify for the Championship. Omer Howard has an uphill climb, seeded #11 

in Class C1 but Omer can still get it done! Stan Kemper is located as the 4
th

 seed in Class C2, KHPA President 

Jim Peavley was seeded #4 in Class D1 but he has pulled out of the tournament. Jim is just not feeling it this 

year but he will be back in the future full force. A.B. Webb is seeded #14 in Class H1, another ladder climb but 

A.B. has been pitching well of late. Buddy Lampkin rounds out the Men’s Division representatives with a 13
th

 

seed in Men’s Class J1. Good luck guys and bring back some trophies! Kentucky has three women in the World 

field, including 1998 Women’s World Champion, Becky Holmes. Becky is seeded #13 in Women’s Class A 

and has a very good shot to qualify for the Women’s World Championship Class and do some damage. World 

tourney veteran, Laurie Lampkin got a tough draw this year as the #15 seed in Women’s Class C but the 

percentages are not out of Laurie’s range. Karen Meredith holds the #1 seed in Women’s Class F and has really 

been pitching well lately on top of that! Good luck ladies! The Elder’s Division is headed up by one of our 

state’s top 30’ players and man on the rise, Jim Culver! Jim is positioned as the #13 seed in Elder’s Class A1. 

Jim will also be looking to qualify for the Championship Class and you can’t count him out. Dale Snellen is the 

#15 seed in Elder’s Class B2 but Dale is capable of hitting a lot better than his seeding average. Frank Chaney is 

the #1 seed in Elder’s Class E1, Jerry Elliott is the #3 seed in Elder’s Class F2 and Don Fleissner rounds out the 

Elders as the #3 seed in Elder’s Class I1. Follow all of the action on the NHPA website’s 2016 World 

Tournament Coverage Page with all of the happenings getting underway on July 19
th

! Go Kentucky!!  
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In the TV Series “Gunsmoke”: Episode #355 

entitled “Hammerhead” we have an inclusion of 

horseshoe pitching. The opening of the episode 

begins with a casual horseshoe game between  

Festus Haggan and 

horse trader, Wohaw 

Simmons.  Wohaw is 

amazed and getting 

hammered by Festus’s 

unusual windup and 

across the body pitch.  

Wohaw says: “Just ain’t fittin’.” “That throw of 

yours.” Ain’t nothing but just pure luck.” “Six in a 

row.” Festus replies: “Well I once saw a man make 

200 straight and everyone of ‘em was just as clean 

as a hound’s tooth.” “Not a one of ‘em touched the 

stake when they 

 dropped.”  As the 

game comes to an end, 

Wohaw decides to 

give Festus’s pitching 

style a try and throws 

a ringer on the first 

attempt. Nice little segment. This pitching segment 

lasts until 3:30 minute mark of the episode opening 

and first aired in December of 1964. If you know of 

any other instances “Horseshoes On TV”, let me 

know, I’d love to hear about them! This episode can 

be found on DVD with Gunsmoke Season 10 

Volume 2 and is currently airing on Youtube. 

 

 

According to the rules, when you and your 

opponent “flip” a shoe to begin your game, the 

winner of the toss has the option of who pitches 

first? It is always just assumed that the winner of 

the toss automatically pitches first!  

 

 

 

 

It is always good when we 

get a returning member from 

year’s past. This year I 

wanted to highlight Garry 

Jackson of the Mt. Sterling 

Horseshoe Club. Garry is the 

nephew of 1981 & 82 Men’s 

State Champion, Rube  

Blevins. Garry has competed in two tourneys this 

season with a best of 46.4% and 2
nd

 Place Class B 

finish in the Vicki Belcher Open. Welcome back to 

the KHPA and competitve pitching Mr. Jackson! 

 

 

 

, 

 

 

The Summer Hill Doubles is scheduled for Friday 

night on August 12
th

, the Friday night before the 

Bryan Winkler tourney at the Richmond horseshoe 

courts. This has become a fun non-sanctioned 

annual event, starting with a supper (usually 

barbecue) around 6pm, served with tea and 

lemonade. Entry fee is $10 with all of the money 

being paid back in prizes for the top 

3 finishers.  The trophies are 

As tradition, salt and pepper 

Shakers! Every pitcher, who 

Participates gets a set.  

Winners get first pick, 2
nd

 place 

next and so on down the line. This doubles tourney 

is all in good fun and company, so if you want to 

enter a team, notify Janclay Peavley at: 

859-582-3804. 
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Leamon Benningfield passed away on Saturday June 25
th

 at the age of 85. Leamon had been ailing in recent years and 

recently broken his pelvis in a fall. Leamon pitched in the KHPA off and on in the last few years, last during the 2013 

season. I last saw Leamon during the 2015 State Tournament last fall in Elizabethtown (center: below) and he was in good 

spirits but he relayed to me that he’d “rather be out there” pitching horseshoes. Leamon was a true horseshoe pitcher and 

horseshoe pitching never left his desires. Leamon was a tough competitor, both as a 30ft. and 40ft. player. I’ve looked 

back through the stat files and found two tourneys from 2012 in which Leamon picked up Class wins; at Campbellsville 

and later at Millville. In the Campbellsville tourney, Leamon pitched very consistent and well so I’m going to post that 

below as a tribute to Leamon! Leamon was always a good opponent on the courts and he was hard to beat. I don’t ever 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

recall Leamon ever getting upset or out of sorts in a horseshoe 

game. He was very easy going and soft spoken. One of my  

memories of Leamon was just when you thought he was worn 

out from the many shoes of the days pitching or the heat and you  

thought you were going to have an easy game, you had better  

think again. It would look like Leamon was out of energy but he  

would still sling those ringers in there on you and beat you! One 

of Leamon’s favorite pieces of dialogue that I recall was “How  

are doing you ‘ol sandbagger!”  I always got a kick out of that  

when I would hear him say that to someone. During his  

horseshoe pitching tenure with the KHPA, Leamon was our  

1998 State Doubles Champion, with partner Cecil Cook, the  

Elder Men’s Class B Champion of the 2012 State and the Class  

A Elder’s State Runner-up in 2001 & 2004. Leamon was very  

tight with his Elizabethtown Club members and a fixture there  

for many years as a true loyal member and friend. He will be missed dearly by the Elizabethtown Club and the entire 

Association. Rest in peace Leamon Benningfield! 

LEAMON’S CLASS B WIN 5/5/2012 CAMPBELLSVILLE 

Opponent Score R SH PER.% 

Laurie Ritchie 78-13 34 50 68.0% 

Ben Webb 49-8 26 50 52.0% 

Fred Nalley 20-41 25 50 50.0% 

Don Phelps 61-21 35 50 70.0% 

Sally Mullins 32-24 32 50 64.0% 

Randy Hankins 52-24 29 50 58.0% 

PO-Sally Mullins 41-23 38 80 76.0% 

 W/L 6-1 219 350 62.6% 

 

Leamon at Millville-2013             Leamon (center) visiting the 2015 State      Leamon leaves the Etown courts- 2010 
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Laurie Lampkin reports good news for Alton “Stoney” 

Stone. As many of you know, Stoney has been battling 

cancer and has returned from the doctor recently,  

cancer free! Stoney still has some work ahead to keep 

building his strength, as he had lost more than 80lbs. 

Good news Stoney, we support you!  Tuesday & 

Thursday night turnouts have been way down this 

season in Bardstown, with usually only 3-4 pitchers.  

Buddy Lampkin has started a day league at the courts 

and has been having 8-10 participants.  If you are in  

and around Bardstown, they could sure use your  

support in attendance for the Bardstown League.  

Pitch in and participate! Let’s keep our KHPA Clubs  

strong! 

 

 

 

Here is a brief rundown of who has 

Been victorious in the 2016 KHPA 

Tournaments! John Irvin Open 

and prior tourneys included. 

These classes are tough to win so 

let’s recognize those who have pitched well  

enough to accomplish it! 

3 Class Wins Each 

Jim Culver, Jarrett Keith, Johnnie Jones, Aaron Goodson  

Jim Baker & Forrest Cooper. 

2 Class Wins Each 

Dale Snellen, Harold Copher, Laurie Lampkin, 

Karen Meredith, Mike Mitchell, Billy Followell 

& Roger Bullock. 

1 Class Win Each 

Ben Webb, Jesse Gentry, Fred Nalley, Kevin Stevens 

Bob Hudnall, Stanley Roberts, Vicki Belcher 

Tyler Howard, Dick Ellis, A.B. Webb, Clinton Denney 

Pat Mitchell, Noah Snellen, Robert Taylor, Don Phelps, 

Mike Clark & Brad Rexroat. 

 

 

 

The ECHPA Spring League is two 

weeks from completion and the  

league lead is getting tight between  

Charlie Meredith, Jimmy Adwell & 

Charles Browning. These three have 

broken away from the pack. Charlie has 22.5 wins, 

Jimmy has 21 wins and Charles has 20 wins. Should be a 

good finish! Our Spring League has been healthy in 

numbers after a slow early start . We are having 10-16 

pitchers turnout for alternating nights of either Monday 

or Thursday night pitching. We have had 22 players toss 

a shoe in the Spring League overall this year and we 

look forward to hosting the upcoming Charlie Meredith 

Open “play to points” tournament on July 23
rd

.  Make 

your plans to attend; we would love to have you! 

 

 

 

Mt. Sterling is currently into week #7 of their Spring 

Handicapped Non-Sanctioned League and Harold 

Copher is currently holding the league lead with Don 

Hayes nipping at his heels in second place. Mt. Sterling 

currently has 11 pitchers competing in the Thursday 

night league run by Vicki Belcher. 

 

 

 

This just in from Janclay Peavley, We have been 

informed that Tommy Truesdell has had an accident by 

falling from a ladder and has broken both bones in his 

lower leg, near the ankle. Tommy will be out for the rest 

of the horseshoe season. 

Tommy, we sure hate to hear 

about your accident. I sure was 

looking forward to pitching 

against you somewhere down 

the road. Take care buddy, and 

get well soon! 
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To start it off, let me say this, your individual membership IS important! I have often heard over the years the phrase “I 

don’t think I’m going to pitch next year.”  Getting “burnt out” from time to time is natural with anything we do and 

sometimes we do need to take a break but unfortunately with many times a break turns into permanent withdrawal from 

the sport. Something everyone should keep in mind is that we all love this sport to a large degree or we would not be here 

otherwise. Players that don’t enjoy this sport usually don’t make it past one tournament. Think about what this sport of 

horseshoes offers us. It offers us a challenge to take on of personal improvement. It is difficult to get your ringer 

percentage moving forward but with a little practice, thought and determination, it can be done! It is an almost euphoric 

feeling when you really get in a rhythm and the ringers and wins start coming and you put it all together for a big class 

victory! This sport of horseshoes offers us the ability to make good and true lifelong friends and compete against them 

each week at a site around our state. It is a relatively inexpensive sport if you manage your tournaments and rates rarely 

ever increase. This sport really has a lot to offer if you just examine it. The all important exercise one 

gets with the practice and tournaments is vital to the busy lives many of us lead. What a great way to 

spend a Saturday out in the fresh air with the sounds of the clanking steel one on top of another, 

challenging yourself to put it around the stake, to win the game and improve your skill.  There is  

just nothing else like it. That is why we have to protect this sport and keep it alive and active for  

future generations to enjoy. Organized horseshoes has been going in Kentucky since the early 

1920’s and it once did die out in the 1950’s & 60’s. It wasn’t until 1967 that the existing horseshoe 

clubs around the state re-organized and re-launched a successful charter and it is has remained steady 

to this present day. If horseshoes were to die out today, could we ever get it going again? I guess that question would be 

up for debate but it think it would be extremely difficult to do so. Times have just changed so much in everything we do. 

Time is tight with schedules and work getting more hectic all the time. Horseshoes has primarily been a rural sport and 

that way of life is quickly evaporating. So, I say once again, your membership is important. It keeps our Association 

numbers up, our tournament numbers up and our classes and clubs healthy. If you are a former member and are reading 

this, come on back and pitch a little! The sport needs you, even if to pitch a few tournaments, it all matters!  I am going to 

print and mail this newsletter to five members from the past who have not pitched this year and I am going to challenge 

our current members to print two copies of this newsletter and mail them to former members from your area or horseshoe 

pitching enthusiasts that you know. Let’s increase our membership and strengthen our clubs which are the backbone of 

our Association! Current members: keep sharing this sport with your family and friends! Encourage our Juniors! Seek out 

those former members and challenge them to a game! Let’s pitch horseshoes! 

 

 

 

Our State Secretary, Janclay Peavley reports that from 

last year, June 28
th

, we had 90 Adult members and 19 

Juniors. At roughly this same date this year we have 83 

Adult members and 13 Juniors, so we have some work 

to do, as you can see we are a little behind pace. 

 

Shoe choices of some of our top players? Becky Holmes, 

Seth O’Nan & Charlie Meredith - Imperial Original, 

Tyler Howard & Tony Hankins- Alan Francis, Bob 

Hudnall, Jim Culver & Julie Thompson- Snyder E-Z 

Flip, Charles Browning & Jim Baker- M&M Special. 
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John Hankins sent me this photo 

of Don Moore, who was the 

owner and operator of the old 

Day-Bell indoor horseshoe 

courts back in the 1970’s which 

later evolved into the OK 

Horseshoe Club after Day-Bell  

closed, so I thought I would include it here. Don was a 

key figure in the KHPA during this time  

period. You can read Don’s Hall Of Fame  

horseshoe bio on the KHPA Website! 

 

 

 

The KHPA Player Profiles on the website are wildly 

outdated! Some of them I can just update a few bits of 

info and they’ll remain current but some need to be 

taken down and some need to be completely overhauled. 

Let’s get them updated! If you have one online, then fill 

out a new one if you want and let me update it.  If you 

don’t have one online, then what are you waiting on! Fill 

out the questionnaire and see that I get a copy. If you see 

anyone’s profile on there you want to save, then you 

may want to print it out for keeps. Once taken down, it 

will be gone. Let’s get on it! 

 

 

 

Recognizing our new members for the 2016 season! 

Hope ya’ll are having a lot of fun! Glad to have you 

come aboard! 

 

Aaron Goodson   Kevin Stevens 

Roger Bullock   Derrick Vaught 

Jarrett Keith    Jackson Reynolds 

Jason Gentry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the loss of the Bourbon 

Festival this year at Bardstown, 

ideas have been tossed around 

about having season ending 

events after the State Doubles. While I don’t think 

anything is going to match up to the hole that the 

Bourbon Festival leaves on the schedule, I do think it 

would be good to have a filler event or events to say 

farewell to the 2016 Season. The Georgetown 

tournament has been unfairly rained out in back-to back 

seasons and I have re-connected with David Pike to see 

what is happening in Georgetown. David & Richard 

Broadwater are very interested in hosting a season ender 

in Georgetown. The Scott Co. Club has been pitching 

regular on Thursday nights at the Georgetown courts. 

We will use this opportunity to re-connect with this club 

and hopefully get their support for the future. The 

Georgetown Club and courts have a storied and rich past 

with the KHPA and we need to keep it going! Make 

plans to pitch in this sanctioned tournament that will be 

held Saturday, October 1
st
. We will try to think of some 

fun ways to make it a unique one time event. 

 

 

 

Eugene “Shorty” Brown has requested a sanctioned 

event at his 4-court indoor facility near Somerset and we 

look forward to scheduling a tournament there just as 

soon as a tournament date can be finalized. Shorty and 

the Somerset Club have been huge supporters this year, 

so stay tuned for a tournament announcement soon.  


